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UTOF Fiddlin’ & Pickin’ Contest
HINTS AND TIPS FOR COMPETITORS
Hints:
1. Three tunes equal a hoedown, a waltz, and a tune of choice.

Hoedown – Strong driving beat with no swing.

Waltz – Smooth, some slow vibrato or no vibrato at all.

Tune of choice – Polka, rag, swing, or two-step.

2. Four minutes for 3 songs is usually about 1 minute each – no stopping – no applause.

Use AB, AABB, or ABA.  Cut whole sections, not just parts.
3. No long kickoff or ending.  It uses time and most judges do not like it.

4. Judging is based on:

Tone/intonation
Rhythm

Danceability

Style/Interpretation
5. There is blind judging throughout except for hot fiddlers.

6. Backup is usually a guitar; sometimes a mandolin, a bass, or two guitars.  Contestants do not have to hire a backup. Guitar players will be available, but it is advisable for contestants to be early so they can practice with their accompanists.  Contestants should know what key all of their tunes are in.  Changing keys is permissible if the accompanist is aware of it and can make a smooth transition.

Tips about competition songs for new competitors:
The Fiddlers Philharmonic Blue and Orange books contain many songs that could be used for competition.  Here are come examples:

Hoedown is in 4/4 or sometimes 2/4 time and has a strong driving beat.  A square dance or reel could be danced to a hoedown.  Examples are: Cripple Creek, Boil Them Cabbage Down, Old Joe Clark, Road to Boston, St. Anne’s Reel, Bill Cheatham, Finnegan’s Wake, and Soldier’s Joy.

Waltz is in 3/4 time and must be played fast enough for dancing.  Examples are: Alison’s Waltz, La Valse des Juenes Filles, and Westphalia Waltz.
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Tune of choice must be a danceable tune which is not a waltz or hoedown.  Some good dance styles are polka, rag, swing, or two-step.  Examples are: Flowers of Edinburgh, I’s the B’y, and Kesh Jig.

